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WOAD!  Into the Blue 
 

WOAD has been used in Britain since at least 1000 BC and has 

been cultivated in East Anglia for hundreds of years. 
 

In the Iron Age (800 BC to AD 43)the Britons used indigo from the 

woad plant to colour their faces and bodies blue before going into 

battle.  The Fens were an important woad growing area from the 

1300s to the 1700s, and the last Cambridgeshire woad mill closed 

only in 1917. 
 

 

Today woad is being grown again commercially.  This exhibition 

tells the story of woad from prehistory to the present day. 


